
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

abolition Ending a system or practice 
(abolished) 

British Empire 
 

The lands and countries under the 
control of Britain 

dynasty  A line of people from the same 
family who play an important role  

Nigeria 
 

A country located on the west coast 
of Africa  

colonisation 
 

Settling among and taking control 
over indigenous people of an area 

indigenous 
 

Natives to a place  

primitive 
 

The early stage in development  

repatriation 
 

returning back to the original 
country  

Ife 
 

The holy city near the Kingdom of 
Benin, ruled by the Yoruba people  

Igodomigodo The original land of the Kingdom of 
Benin  
 

Oba 
 

The Yoruba word meaning ‘King’ 

Ogiso The Edo word meaning ‘Kingdom of 
the Sky’  

Ogisos  
 

The Edo word meaning ‘Kings of the 
Sky’  

Edo  The name of the group of people 
who lived within the ancient 
kingdom of Benin  

Yoruba 
 

The name of the group of people 
who lived within the holy city of life  

 

Ogiso Igodo  The first Ogiso of Benin.  

Ogiso Owodo  The last of the Ogiso kings  

Oba Eweke  The first king of the Kingdon of Benin.   

Oba Oguole  Had the Benin City Wall built around 1283.  

Oba Ewuare  Set up trading links with Portugal in 1514.  

Oba Ovonramwen  The last king of Benin  

 

Historians believe that most people: 
were farmers, growing crops like 

yams and plantains or clearing vast 
areas of communal land. 

 
They believe others may have been: 

 warriors; 

 entertainers; 
 builders. 

 
 

Children did not go to school but learned 
each day from storytellers.  
Storytellers were very important and 
kept the kingdom’s history and 
mythology alive by telling stories aloud 
by the fire every evening.  
 



 

 

   

The three main periods 
AD 900 - 1300  Early Period  
AD 1300 – 1700  The Golden Age  
AD 1700 – 1897  The Period of Decline  

 AD 400  The Yoruba people start using iron tools to enable them to clear forests and land effectively.  
AD600  The area becomes the IFE Kingdom, one of the earliest kingdoms in West Africa.  
AD900  An enormous earthen moat and walls surround the kingdom. Benin Kingdom is first established when small villages join together in a conglomerate. 
AD1091  
 
AD 1180 

The Edo people are ruled by the Ogiso.  
They live in Igodomigodo.  
The Ogiso dynasty comes to an end.  Obas begin their rule.   

AD1400  European sailors begin to sail to Africa.  
They buy things such as gold, ivory and pepper.  

AD1486  The Portuguese make contact with Benin and the name `Benin` begins to be used  
AD1504  Esigie, an Oba of Benin begins his rule.   

His mother Queen Idia plays a significant role in his rule.  
AD1700  Benin declines due to the abolition of the slave trade in Europe.  
AD1897 British troops destroy Benin City and Benin comes under Britain’s control.  
 

Year 5  

Out of 

Africa - 

Benin 

The builders of Benin made an earthen moat around their kingdom – this is 4 
times as large as the Great Wall of China but was destroyed by British soldiers.  
 


